
 

Transition Keynsham Newsletter – October 2012 
 

 

“Water is the driving force of all nature” 

- Leonardo da Vinci 
Contact / www.keynshamt.wordpress.com / keynshamt@yahoo.co.uk / 07970737760 

Join our facebook group 

 
 

TK CALENDAR  
OCTOBER 

 Stitch 'n' Bitch Group: Wed 10th Oct, 7.30-9.30pm (Erica’s home, email for add) 

 TK stall at Keynsham Farmers Market (& Bike maintenance): Sat 13th Oct,  9.00-13.00  

 Veg Plot in the Park workday: Sat 20th Oct, 10.30am, meet at Veg Plot in park. 

 Coalbed Methane VS Renewable Energy – You decide! Tues 23rd Oct, 7.30-9.30 Royal British Legion. 

 The KCE Hub’s Acoustic Open-Mic Night: Wed 31st Oct, 8.00pm The Pioneer Pub. 

NOVEMBER 

 Film Showing: Blue Gold – World Water Wars Thurs 8th Nov, 7.00pm doors open, tea & cake after until 9.30. 

 TK stall at Keynsham Farmers Market (& Bike maintenance): Sat 10th Nov,  9.00am-13.00pm  

 Stitch 'n' Bitch Group: Wed 14th Nov, 7.30-9.30pm (Erica’s home, email for add) 

 TK Energy Group Meeting: Mon 19th Nov, 7.30pm, Back Room, Ship Inn, Temple St 

 Seed Bomb Making Workshop: Sat 24th Nov, 10.00am-11.30am. 

 Victorian Evening: Fri 30th Nov.  

DECEMBER 

 TK stall at Keynsham Farmers Market (& Bike maintenance): Sat 8th Dec,  9.00-13.00  

 Stitch 'n' Bitch Group: Wed 12th Dec, 7.30-9.30pm (Erica’s home, email for add) 

 Film Showing: Tues 18th Dec, 7.00pm doors open, tea & cake after film until 9.30pm. 

JANUARY 

 Wombles Celebration Party – TBC 

 Film Showing: ‘2012: Time for Change’ Thurs 17th Jan, 7.00pm doors open, tea & cake after until 9.30pm. 

 

ONGOING 

 TK Food Group Meet As we have lots of workdays coming up we will organise a meeting at a later date. 

 Informal cycling socials: 1st Sat and 3rd Sunday of the month 

 Womble Litter Picks: Wherever, whenever, whoever! - Click to download a sign up flyer.   

 Keynsham R3 Meeting TBC 

http://www.keynshamt.wordpress.com/
mailto:keynshamt@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/86630162231/
http://keynshamt.wordpress.com/stitch-and-bitch/
http://www.creative-enterprise-hub.org/
http://www.bluegold-worldwaterwars.com/
http://keynshamt.wordpress.com/stitch-and-bitch/
http://keynshamt.wordpress.com/groups/energy-group/
http://keynshamt.wordpress.com/stitch-and-bitch/
http://www.2012timeforchange.com/
http://keynshamt.wordpress.com/groups/food-group/
http://keynshamt.wordpress.com/bicycle-maintainence-advice-sessions/
http://keynshamt.wordpress.com/groups/ooo-rrr-group-reduce-re-use-recycle/wombles/
http://keynshamt.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/wombles_flyer.pdf
http://keynshamt.wordpress.com/groups/ooo-rrr-group-reduce-re-use-recycle/


 

Transition Keynsham News 

1. Tk Food Group – First workday at the Veg Plot in the Park  

2. Coalbed Methane VS Renewable Energy – You decide! 

3. Seed-Bomb Making Workshop 

4. Award Winning Wildflower Patch 

5. Transition Keynsham T-Shirts available now 

6. Victorian Evening Donations Needed 

7. Film Showings  

 
 

1. Tk Food Group – First workday at the Veg Plot in the Park  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a beautiful day to Dig in  at our new Veg Plot in Keynsham Memorial Park (just right of the 

café). We carefully re-homed the ornamental plants that were in the plot as well as rescuing the 

remaining plants from our bee and butterfly patch at the clocktower by finding an odd space or 

two in the opposite beds. 

          We then began planting up our new bee and butterfly patch at the entrance to the Veg Plot, 

to hopefully entice beneficial insects to eat pests and pollinate our future fruits and vegetables. 

          Some of us also got a great workout by lugging over and re-using paving slabs from under 

the clocktower, which we started to lay down as stepping stones to protect our soil from 

compaction as we begin walking around to tend to the crops. 

 

We would love to see anyone who would like to get involved in looking after the Veg Plot  

 at our next workday on: Saturday 20th October @ 10.30am 

 

 If you have any spare plants for the bee & butterfly patch or the 

veg plot please get in touch  



2. Coalbed Methane VS Renewable Energy – You decide! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Seed-Bomb Making Workshop 

When googling a description of ‘seed bombing’ the first definition I came across was “aerial reforestation” 

– which is a nice way of thinking of it! It was first used by Liz Christy in 1973 when she started the "Green 

Guerrillas” as part of the guerilla gardening movement. When areas of abandoned or neglected land are 

planted up with food crops or beautified with wildflowers.  

 

In order to make a seed bomb you follow a recipe and combine clay, compost, a splash of water and seeds 

and roll into a ball. These ‘bombs’ can then be thrown (or placed if throwing isn’t appropriate) onto any 

piece of land and the seeds have everything they need to set root and flourish. You can throw them into 

overgrown lots, tuck them into the margins of pavements and grass or even into your own lawn or garden. 

The possibilities are endless! 

 

We will be making seed bomb gifts at the workshop using seed that we have collected from our Manor Rd 

wildflower patch. There will be pieces of colourful fabric for people to wrap and decorate their seed bombs 

and materials to make personalised labels with instructions of how to ‘plant; the seed bombs (point and 

throw!). We also hope to make a batch to raise some donations for TK at the Victorian Evening. If you have 

spare seeds please post them/drop them around to 20 Winscombe Close, Keynsham, BS31 2HR. 

 

 

 

TK and Saltford Environment Group are organising a public talk 

and discussion in response to the proposed planning application 

by UK Methane to test drill and assess the viability for Coal Bed 

Methane extraction in Keynsham. This application could be the 

first of thousands to exploit the pockets of gas found in coal and 

rock formations underneath B&NES and the Mendip area. 

The meeting is open to all residents to hear about the application 

and potential environmental, social and economic effects of the 

extraction of coal bed methane. Including how it fits in with other 

forms of ‘unconventional’ gas extraction such as Hydraulic 

Fracturing (or Fracking). 

The meeting will also raise awareness of alternative and viable 

energy options for Keynsham, so that the community is 

empowered to make informed choices about what energy option 

they choose. There will be presentations from TK Energy Group 

about possible hydro-electric power on the River Avon and 

installation of solar panels on public buildings in Keynsham and 

Hinton Organics will present their plans for an anaerobic digester 

and methane production.  

After the presentations there will be time for discussion in small 

groups about the proposals. 

 

Tues 23rd October 
Royal British Legion  

8-10 Charlton Road, BS31 2JA 

7.30pm to 9.30pm 

There will be refreshments and cake 

 

  



4. Award Winning Wildflower Patch 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Transition Keynsham T-Shirts available now 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Manor Rd TK wildflower patch was part of Keynsham's entry 

into South West In Bloom. The town won a silver medal and the 

Wildflower Patch was recognised with an award for ‘Improving the 

neighbourhood’. And improving the neighbourhood in this way is 

something many people have appreciated. The seeds we sowed in 

the Spring grew into beautiful flowers which have delighted many 

people, bees and other useful pollinators for many months.  So 

thank you again to everyone who helped with the creation of the 

patch. 

 

Now after collecting some of the seeds the plants have been 

strimmed down and the patch is fallow. We are planning some ways 

to keep it looking good over the winter and hope to make it even 

more beautiful next year. After listening to some feedback about 

how we could improve the patch we will be using a longer flowering 

and shorter in height seed mix. Next year’s seeds will be funded by 

an appreciative gentleman who generously donated £40 to us when 

we were turning over the soil last weekend.   

 

One of the most frequent comments people have made is that 

they'd like to see to more wildflower patches around the town. So if 

you know of a piece of ground that could be made more useful and 

beautiful in this way - get sowing! If you'd like some advice or have 

some suggestions, we'd love to hear them. 

 

Lastly, we heard a heart-warming story about an artist in Saltford 

who was so inspired by the Wildflower Patch she painted it. The 

painting was a success and she sold it. She called the painting  

'Field of Dreams'. 

 

 

Transition Keynsham now have T-Shirts!! 

We are subsidising the cost of the t-shirts so they are 

just £10 each, but of course you could donate more if 

you feel inspired to ;-). 

They all sport our lovely fern logo front and back, are 

made of Fairwear cotton http://www.fairwear.org/ and 

printed with environmentally friendly inks 

http://www.greenteeprints.co.uk/print.htm. 

We have 5 in the large and 4 in the medium sizes, all in 

light blue.  Attractively modelled here by David! 

 

  

   

http://www.fairwear.org/
http://www.greenteeprints.co.uk/print.htm


6. Victorian Evening Donations Needed 

Once again, we need your help with produce for our stall at the Victorian Evening on 30th November.   

If you are able to donate: 

 Jars of preserves and chutneys 

 Home baked cup cakes – please make them ‘sparkly’, they sell much better… 

 Home baked biscuits 

 Home made gifts, eg. knitted or sewn items,  seed bombs etc. 

That would be wonderful. All proceeds to fund Transition Keynsham Projects. 

Please drop them off by midday of 30th November to 26 Lockingwell Road  

or let us know if you need anything collecting. 

Alternatively you could bring your donations direct to our stall in the Fear Hall  

on the night – it starts at 6.30pm. 

Many thanks from us all on the Transition Keynsham Victorian Evening Team  

 

7. Film Showings 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2012: Time for Change – 85 mins 

Presents an optimistic alternative to apocalyptic doom and gloom. 

Directed by Emmy Award nominee João Amorim, the film follows 

journalist Daniel Pinchbeckon a quest for a new paradigm that 

integrates the wisdom of tribal cultures with the scientific method. 

As conscious agents of evolution, we can redesign post-industrial 

society on ecological principles to make a world that works for all. 

Rather than breakdown and barbarism, 2012 heralds the birth of a 

regenerative planetary culture where collaboration replaces 

competition, where exploration of psyche and spirit becomes the 

new cutting edge, replacing the sterile materialism that has pushed 

our world to the brink. 

 

Tuesday 18th Dec @ Community @ 67 ~ 67 Queens Rd, BS31 2NW 

~ Doors open 7.00pm, Film starts 7.15pm on the dot! 

 

Blue Gold ~ World Water Wars 

For centuries, wars have been fought over precious commodities from all 

over the world—though, so far, water hasn't been one of them. But 

according to Blue Gold: World Water Wars, that's all about to change as 

political, economic, and social movements make water a limited resource 

in more and more international regions. The film takes viewers through 

the causes of the water crisis—mining, pollution, wetland destruction—

and blocks out the potential effects of a water shortage. For an 

informative look at all parts of the problem, make sure it's on your list of 

must-sees. 

 

Thursday 8th Nov @ Community @ 67 ~ 67 Queens Rd, BS31 2NW ~ 

Doors open 7.00pm, Film starts 7.15pm on the dot! 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other News 

 New Routes is looking for Community Supporter and Befriender Volunteers in Keynsham. 

As a supporter, you will help people from Keynsham to access opportunities to reduce their 

isolation and engage in their local communities by accompanying them to groups, clubs and classes. 

As a befriender, you will meet someone on a regular basis to provide 1:1 social contact, support 

and friendship. 

(See attached flyer for more information) 

 WPA Community Play Sessions at Downfields Park Keynsham – Every Wed 3.30pm to 6pm. 

Hammocks, dens, paint, fire, water, crafts, sports, circus skills and lots more! 

(See attached flyer for more information) 

 Bath City Farm - Our new programme of events is available online (www.bathcityfarm.org.uk) and 

includes storytelling, apple tree pruning workshops, forest fun and a wild food walk. Please email 

sara@bathcityfarm.org.uk to book or find out more. 

Saturday volunteering will begin this week from 10.00 – 3.00 pm and will include animal feeding, 

gardening and site maintenance work. If anyone is interested or would like to book or find out more 

please contact sara@bathcityfarm.org.uk for more information, or call 01225 481 269. 

Food foraging tip of the month with Andy Gallop – 

Keynsham’s local Bushcrafter! 

Hazels, beechnuts, elderberries, blackberries and raspberries 

can now be harvested. Acorns can also be picked and if a bit 

green steep them in running water like a brook or stream for 

72 hrs to leech away the toxins. These they can be eaten or 

roasted in their shells to make an alternative coffee! 

Please check out Andy’s page for details of training he is 

available to offer 
 

 

http://keynshamt.wordpress.com/bushcraft-skills/

