
 

 

Notes of meeting between Jacob Rees-Mogg MP and Transition Keynsham - 27 May 
2011 
 
Jill introduced us and reminded JRM of our meeting with him six months ago. 
 
Jill stated our reason for meeting this time was to ask for JRMʼs support for the Energy Bill 
currently before Parliament and to seek his reassurance that he would not try to water it 
down - we handed him a letter to this effect.  JRM was not able to give us this reassurance 
as his main concern is to make sure that British industry is not adversely affected by the 
UK having stricter regulations than other countries.  JRM gave the example of Corus steel 
production being moved from the UK to India, JRM said because of the higher cost of 
energy in this country. 
 
Jill and David both stressed the jobs which could be created by building new forms of 
renewable energy and asked if JRM did not feel that the UK should be leading the world 
by example.  JRM said no, as acting ahead of other countries would put UK industry at a 
disadvantage.  David then asked if this meant we had to sit back and wait for other 
countries to take action first.  JRM more or less said that this was his view. 
 
Jill pointed out that in her opinion economic goals and green goals are not necessarily 
mutually exclusive. 
 
JRM said that in his view the future development of energy production in this country 
should be controlled by market forces alone and that Government should not intervene.  
Erica pointed out that feed in tariffs were an excellent example of Government policy which  
is creating positive outcomes - JRM said feed in tariffs will bring advantage to wealthy 
people who can afford PV panels and that this will have to be paid for by increases to the 
energy bills of everyone, including the poorer members of society.  Erica asked if there 
was any evidence of this as all energy is expensive, JRM believes it will prove to be the 
case. 
 
David asked for JRMʼs view on the Green Deal scheme which provides a loan for people 
to improve the energy efficiency of their homes which they pay back out of the savings 
they then make on their energy bills.  JRM felt this was an excellent scheme. 
 
Jill asked if the UK would be providing incentives for developing countries to improve their 
energy efficiency.  JRM felt this was not a good idea for various reasons including corrupt 
use of funds. 
 
Jill then asked if there was ever a case for ethics to be the guiding principle for policy 
making over economics.  JRM disagreed with this view. 
 
Mary explained our Keynsham Sustainable Energy Plan which has been developed with 
Converging World which highlights the possibilities for renewable energy within the 
Keynsham area.  She explained we are planning to hold a launch event at the KeyCentre 
on July 16th, where we plan to introduce our ideas to the people of Keynsham and to seek 
their opinions on their priorities before we go ahead and start to implement any of our 
suggested projects.  Mary invited JRM to attend and he said he would come if he was 
able. 
 
We will send JRM a copy of the Transition Handbook as it was on the MPs reading list last 
summer as we felt it would help to explain the issues we are trying to get across to him. 


